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Scientists, Wekiva River ambassador to teach about turtles and more
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bl ITRIICY, WEKIVE-IVITIOAIC DI
Jahns-Tomoka Marsh Aquat-
e Preserves Manager for the
DEP. “The FOWR committee
responsible asked that the DEP
administer the three-page con-
tract, wlieh was just rencwed
for another vear in August.”

Crros. wha can quickly be-
came passionate ahout her sub-
ject. had the perfect qualitica-
tions for the job. Shelley said.
She has a bachelor of arts de-
vree from the University ol
Horida in special  education
and 1s gquite adept around boats.

In the past. Oros and her
hushand — as members of the
Wekiva Wilderness Trust and
on the technical advisory team
for the Friends of the Wekiva
River — have logged more than
LOOO hours as volunteers i
the area as campground hosts
at Wekiwa Springs State Park
in Apopka.

Although she has only
been on the job approximate-
Iy 15 months. Oros hasn't let
grass grow under her feet. Just
listening to the number of pro-
srams she has both initiated
and participated in this year is
enough fo wear oul a strong
il

Cme ol the programs she
created 18 a new pilot program
designed 1o bring public school
stndents tor an
tal educational day 1o Wekiwa
Springs State Park. The first
group to take advantage of the
program was the sixth graders

cnvironmen-

€Nl uiys.

The program consists of
live different learning stations
that break down the class size
W a manageable 200 students
per station.

The first stnon is a guid-
ed tour. by o WWT volunteer,
of the Wekiva Wildemess Trust
Nature Center. which exhib-
its the history and animals of
the park. At the second sta-
lion, volunteer Apnl Dogeett
taught "Anatomy of a Spring.”
which used a special Envision
groundwater simulator 1o teach
about groundwater — where 1t
comes from and how it exits
through the spring. Paul Phil-
pott, WWT president. led the
third station. which features
a walk on the park’s “Wet to
Dry Trail™ showing the differ-
ent ecasystem habitats from the
wetlands 1o the sand hill vege-
LLIOn area.

The Flonda TForest
vice taught “Feosystem Res-
toration™ at the fourth station.
which includes the purpose and
importance of prescribed burns
it public lands and parks. They
actully demonstrated the tech-
niques used to begin a pre-
seribed bum to the students.

Al the fifth station. assis-
tam Park Manager Amy Con-
vers and Park Biologist Paul
Lammardo rreated the studenis
toan “Upland Tour via Tram
down the mam drive discuss-
ing the varions flova and fauna
habitats includipg sand hill and

Ser-

Students visited cach sta-
tion for approximately 3540
minutes.

The cost for the program
is free. bul the students were
asked to contribute Tunds Tor
LEANSPOTALON Costs.

“We will he looking for
other schools and
tions within the t-county area.
Orange. Seminole and Lake.
o participite o this program.”
Oros said.

The eco-program was i
branch-off from a class Uros
taught o 636 students and (95
adulis a1 Camp Wekiwa during
the summer months.

“Over the summer months.
I tanght nature
“Anatomy of 4 Spring.
saidh 1 presented the program
on gronpdwater and  surface
water recharge and how pallu-
tion can enter into our canals.
lukes, streams and rivers to
the campers and volunteers at
Camp Wekivia, which 1s spon-
sored by the Florida Federation
of Garden Clubs and the Park. |
had such a good respanse from
this summer program that | de-
cided | would like 1o hranch
out so more students can have
an opportunity to learn in this
living outdoor classroom.”

Oros said WSSP has spe-
ciie land thar they manage
amd the rniver runs through it
CAMAWekiva River Aquatic
Preserve is responsihle for the
water column and submerged
lands. All these entities are part

orgamza-

classes  on
™ Oros

Uros  also regularly  tra-
verses the river 1o talk with ath-
ers ahout conservation and the
effects of litter.

“One of the things | always
tell people is the importance
ol cutting up the plastic loops
that come on a six-pack and the
loop that is around a container
of milk.” she said. “"We have a
photo of a bird that died after
getting tangled i the plastc. |
also tell the kids not o let he-
lium-filled balloons go up imto
the air. | remind them that what
zoes up— must come down. We
also have a photo of a bird that
almost died after thinking a rib-



